Travel Baseball
General Overview and Expectations

Travel Baseball is meant to be a positive learning experience for the players and enjoyable for the parents as well. The following sheet provides an overview of a typical season as well as expectations for players and parents.  There are slight variations in schedule from team to team but this is a good general outline of travel baseball.  Our teams are set through tryouts in the summer for the following fall/spring season.  Baseball players age up in the fall, hence the fall/spring season.

Season Overview: 
· Fall: 
· Prior to the season - Summer practices twice a week starting in late August – one early on Saturday/Sunday and one during the week in the evening.  We understand schedules are varied and families are still vacationing.  Please do your best to make as many practices as you can.
· During the season - two practices per week – one on Saturday and one during the week. Players should make at least one of the practices each week. 
· Single game on Sundays with a start time generally between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. (This is intended to minimize conflicts with other sports, particularly soccer which typically schedules games on Saturdays.).  
· We will likely play one or two weekend tournaments during the fall.

· Spring: 
· Prior to the season - 2 practices per week. 
· During the season (end of March through middle of June) - 1 practice per week (typically on Wednesdays); provided, a few additional practices may be added.
· Double headers on Saturdays that last about two hours each. Game times are varied but usually completed between the hours of 9 and 5.  
· Travel players (13U and under) are required to play in our recreational baseball league (Rec).  Rec starts up in March with a few practices and then games are played in April through early June.  Usually two games a week.

Player Expectations: 
1. Abide by the REALM principles: 
· Respect - Teammates and coaches as well as opposing players. 
· Effort - Hustle! Work hard for yourself and your team. 
· Attitude - Good, positive and supportive. You cannot control everything that happens on the field, but you can control how you react and be ready for the next play. 
· Learning - Add to and deepen your skills during practice and games. 
· Mistakes - ARE OK!
2. Commit to the baseball schedule above other sports in the event of any conflicts – a must for spring ball. 
3. Be on-time to practices and game warm-ups.  It is disruptive to the team when players are tardy.
4. Have fun!

Parent Expectations: 
1. Support and abide by the REALM principles.
2. Confirm that player is willing to make the above commitments before accepting the invitation to join the team. 
3. Do not commit your child if you know they will have material conflicts. (Obviously, these rules do not apply to sickness, family emergencies, school obligations, etc.)
4. Have players to practices and games on-time. 
5. Communicate with Coach Steinmeier in a timely way if issues arise that could cause a delay or absence. A lot of work goes into lineups and to have a player no show without notice compounds the required efforts.
